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REPORTS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 

ChairmanɅs Report 2023/24  

Councillor  Richard Coates  e: CllrCoates@lwandgc-parishcouncil.co.uk   

This report was read out at the Annual Parish Assembly on 10 April and does not contain a full account of 
the CALA housing Appeal process but to date there has been a delay and the Appeal decision has not been 
published. When it is, our community will be invited to further meetings for discussion and analysis. It has 
seemed to those of us involved that the CALA housing proposal has dominated front and centre of our parish 
life over the past year but there has been plenty else going on too. 

We began in May last year with the Coronation of the new King Charles III. This was preceded by elections 
where the previous team of parish councillors were confirmed in place. Later in the year Councillor Steph 
Allison resigned and in March this year we welcomed Joy Morgan on to our team as her replacement. This 
means we still have vacancies for two further councillors so if there is any interest in this here tonight, please 
speak to me or our clerk Helen Eldridge at any time. We are a friendly bunch and are always looking out for 
like-minded individuals to serve alongside us. 

We had a successful Parish Summer Fête in the heat of June and another Community Live! event in 
September both showing just how much goes on in our community - fundraising, joining clubs and societies 
and simply having fun.  This year both events will be taking place in the Village Hall and Garden. 

Iôm pleased to report the newly refurbished Rec car park has been a great success with everyone appreciating 
the better in-and-out driveway, improved lighting, more space and the knee-high fencing protecting the 
Memorial Stone and the new biodiverse tree and meadow area. There is now a voluntary arrangement in 
place between the Parish Council, Village Hall, 
Sports Club and Recreation Ground Trustees to 
provide funds for ongoing maintenance of the 
car park. 

On the subject of biodiversity and for this year I wish to thank the Parish Environment Group, Teresa Castelino 
and Eve Fleming for getting things moving. We have some tree planting and seed sowing in hand and in 
early June there will be a óbig help outô weekend when log piles, bug boxes, sparrow terraces and bat boxes 
will all be put up. This is in response to the biodiversity requirement of the planning permission for the new 
car park ï certainly a worthwhile and sustainable investment on into the future. 

mailto:CllrCoates@lwandgc-parishcouncil.co.uk
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The Parish Councilôs Grant scheme worked well last year contributing to the Environment Group initiative, 
Leek Wootton Womenôs Institute Community Garden refurbishment, The Link magazine and the award for 
our Childrenôs Landscape Artist of the Year.  

We are still in negotiation with various bodies over the 
responsibility for óorphanedô pieces of land in the village. We 
have paid for the clearance and re-seeding of the corner of the 
Hamlet and The Meadows with County Forestry agreeing to 
plant a new tree. The District Council has rebuilt the steps on 
Woodcote Lane and has agreed to cut the hedge outside the 
school and to maintain the footpaths behind the hedges on 
Woodcote Lane.  

You will be pleased to know that the Parish Council has purchased a speed gun for the Community 
Speedwatch Group and with police help has identified 4 locations where operations will take place. Speeding 
drivers will get a letter and for repeat offenders, a police visit.  Finally, if youôre at all interested in getting 
involved with any future housing plans for our community, do search the South Warwickshire Local Plan 
online where you will find we are heading towards the preferred option phase, likely to be published in autumn 
this year. We as a Parish Council are already engaged with this and as a community, we must all be ready 
to respond. 

In conclusion, may I thank my fellow councillors for their continuing efforts over the past year. We are an 
apolitical group so there is no-one grinding a party line which is so refreshing these days. We all seek to do 
the best we can for you and this place we call home. I mention this every year but it loses none of its sincerity 
when I say how grateful we all are for the brilliant service we get from our clerk Helen Eldridge. She goes 
above and beyond what is required as a clerk and her whole attitude and demeanour is testament to the 
values she holds. I donôt know what weôd do without her. 

Summary of Activity Related to CALA Planning  Applications  

Cllr Jim Kirkwood  e: CllrKirkwood@lwandgc -parishcouncil.co.uk    

Cllr Kirkwood gave a brief summary of the PCôs activities related to the potential development at 
Woodcote (Police HQ) and CALA Homesô planning applications.  This report is based on his notes. 

CALA have submitted three planning applications: 

¶ W/22/0465 Full planning application for 83 properties.  This application is still active and as yet 
has not gone before WDC Planning Committee nor is there, as yet, any 
recommendation from WDC Planning Officers. 

¶ W/22/1877  Outline planning application for up to 83 properties.  This is subject to an appeal by 
CALA to The Planning Inspectorate on the grounds of WDCôs failure to decide the 
application in a timely manner. 

¶ W/23/1115  Outline planning application for up to 83 properties.  This was refused by WDC 
Planning Committee. 

This appeal was heard by a Planning Inspector at a Public Inquiry, which started in November 2023 and was 
finally completed in February 2024.  WDC gave evidence to the Inquiry, but objected only on very limited 
grounds relating to possible loss of heritage at the site. 

Leek Wootton Focus Group and the Parish Council together formed a Rule 6 Party, which also gave evidence 
at the Inquiry and objected to the application on grounds of Planning Policy, Heritage, Ecology and Loss of 
Habitat and Traffic. 

To-date the Inspector hearing the appeal has not published his report and this is awaited with interest.  There 
is an unsubstantiated rumour that the report will not be published until June of this year. 

Lastly, a very big thank you to everyone in the Parish who supported the Rule 6 partyôs case and who 
supported the Rule 6 party at the public hearings.  
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Financial Report for the Year Ended 31 March 2024 

Helen Eldridge, Responsible Financial Officer  e: clerk@leekwootton.org.uk   

The Parish Councilôs gross income in 2023/24 was £96,941 and expenditure £97,441. 

The Precept income, which is the core income of the PC, was £21,000 and Precept expenditure was £17,201.  
The major additional income and expenditure was due to the Leek Wootton War Memorial Recreation Ground 
Car Park Refurbishment Project. 

LEEK WOOTTON WAR MEMORIAL RECREATION GROUND CAR PARK 

The car park refurbishment was funded by a Public Works Loan Board loan (£22,861), Warwick District 
Councilôs Rural & Urban Capital Improvements Scheme [RUCIS] (£20,000), stakeholder donations (£17,604) 
and ring-fenced money raised in the Precept since 2020/21.  Works were carried out in June and July 2023. 

As the nights closed in during the Autumn, the darkness in the north-east corner of the car park, where 8 new 
spaces had been created, became apparent and, together with the stakeholders [The Recreation Ground 
Trustees, Leek Wootton Village Hall and Leek Wootton Sports Club] a plan was put in place to provide 
additional lighting in that location.  The stakeholders made donations towards 1x new lamp and updating the 
existing lamps to LED at a cost of £3,816. 

The new car park is designed for 33 cars before the overflow is required, but visible marking of the bays has 
been a problem.  The contractor chose a terracotta-coloured marking, which does not show very well against 
the gravel, particularly when it is wet.  The PC is continuing to consider options to make the spaces clearer 
and encourage the efficient use of the space. 

EVENTS 

The Parish Summer Fête was held in June, in extremely hot weather, which affected activities like the tug-o-
war and dog events.  September saw the return of the Community Live! event.  Both events required minimal 
financial investment totalling £426. 

UNEXPECTED EXPENDITURE 

Once again, a dominant issue for the Council in 2023/24 has been the outline and detailed planning 
applications made by CALA Homes Ltd for the paddock and tennis court land at Woodcote (Police HQ).  In 
May 2023 the PC received notification of an Appeal by CALA Homes Ltd due to Warwick District Councilôs 
non-determination of its Outline Planning Application for the site within the required time period.  The PC has 
continued to liaise with the Leek Wootton Focus Group [LWFG] and, as neither party had confidence that the 
District Council would represent the residentsô concerns in this matter, agreed to join forces and create a 
Rule 6 Party, the core funding for which was provided by a fundraising campaign run by LWFG, but the PC 
has pledged to provide financial support where needed.  Although no expenditure was required within the 
financial year, the PC has been careful with its expenditure to ensure that, when requested, the funds are in 
place. 

This is the second year that this one development site has incurred unexpected financial commitments from 
the PC, with expert reports to support its objection in 2022/23.  With this in mind, the PC has added a budget 
for Professional Services in its 2024/25 budget. 

COMMUNITY GRANT FUND 

The Council has in place a Community Grant Fund for organisations to apply to for small grants.  During 
2023/24 the Council was pleased to award the following: an application was made for a contribution towards 
the new WI garden; an application was received from local artist, Jan Rawnsley, to provide materials for the 
first Leek Wootton Landscape Artist of the Year competition in June, and; the regular grant of £300 was made 
to the Leek Wootton Link, which the Council supports to ensure it is delivered to every household in the parish 
as a key conduit in communication with the community.   

OTHER FUNDS 

At 31 March 2024 the following funds are open:  

¶ LWWMRG Car Park Refurbishment: 
The Car Park Refurbishment Fund has been ring-fenced.  With the completion of the refurbishment 
and lighting, this fund will revert to being solely for the repayment of the PWLB Loan.  This fund 
currently holds £592. 

¶ LWWMRG Car Park Maintenance: 
The Recreation Ground stakeholders have agreed to contribute towards a maintenance fund for future 
maintenance work.  This fund holds £1,000. 

mailto:clerk@leekwootton.org.uk
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¶ Biodiversity: 
One of the conditions of the planning permission for the refurbishment of the car park was a 
requirement for a biodiversity plan, to be commenced within 18 months of the completion of the 
refurbishment works.  As this is not wholly the PCôs responsibility, being on Trusteesô land, no budget is 
in place, but a donation has been secured from the Football Club and future funding may be sourced 
from fundraising and/or grants.  Following the purchase of bat boxes and sparrow terraces, this fund 

holds £830.20.   

Other income to the Council was the recovery of VAT, to which the Council is entitled, and at 31 March 2024 
there is an outstanding claim to the value of £1,061. 

On 31 March 2024, the PCôs expenditure over income for 2023/24 is £1,174 and the balance at 31 March 
2024 is £9,967, including the Councilôs reserve funds and outstanding VAT. 
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REPORTS FROM COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Warwickshire County Council : Cubbington & Leek Wootton Division  

County Councillor Wallace Redford  www.warwickshire.gov.uk   

It has been a particularly difficult year having had to cope with rising costs in all aspects of our 
daily lives.  For Warwickshire County Council [WCC] this has shown not just in rising costs of 

materials, but in their availability as well. 

We have also suffered a very wet Autumn/Winter which has resulted in an unprecedented increase in water 
run-off from the fields.  For the first time we have experienced flooding of properties which had never been 
considered at risk of flooding, drainage courses, etc. being checked and appropriate action being taken to 
ensure excess water is carried away.  Grips are regularly dug out and a programme of road side white lining 
has been taking place where there are no kerbs to indicate the road edge. Damage to our rural roads and 
lanes by HGVs is a continuous problem, with repairs being hampered by the lack of infilling material.  HGV 
traffic also adds to our pothole problems.  Highways carry out repairs as quickly as possible, but it is a never-
ending problem.  Trials are being carried out using different materials to improve the pot hole repair 
performance. 

Road and pedestrian safety is always given priority, the speed of vehicles is always an issue and where 
requested traffic data cables are being used to ensure up to date traffic data is being collated and analysed 
for any road safety action needed. 

New road signage has been erected in many places this year and will be an ongoing programme of 
replacement. 

Keep Safe. 

 

  

http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/

























