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2023 06 06 (JUN) PC Meeting (MINUTES) 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday, 6 June 2023 

at Leek Wootton Village Hall 

Present: Councillors Coates (Chair), Allison, Eldridge, Elsy, Kingston [arrived late], Kirkwood, 
D/Cllr Payne, 2 members of the public and the Clerk 

1.  Apologies 
Cllr Kingston gave apologies for being late, D/Cllr Redford and C/Cllr Redford 

2.  Declarations of Interest 
None 

3.  Public Participation 
Two members of the Parish Environment Group presented an initiative to ask The 
Warwickshire to consider allowing the field north of the driveway to be made more 
ecologically friendly – allowing it to go wild by not mowing until July.  Warwickshire 
Wildlife Trust would be happy to provide professional advice. Sought support and 
advice from the Parish Council in this regard. If this is not of interest to The 
Warwickshire, the Environment Group would not wish to pursue any campaign.  
Comparable to Parliament Piece in Kenilworth. 

A discussion followed. 

The Parish Council is supportive of the idea.  The Chair has knowledge of the 
Management and would be happy to facilitate an approach to the Club. 

ACTION: Chair to initiate discussion with The Warwickshire 
management 

The Chair invited the members of the Environment Group to remain and listen to items 6 
and 7 on the agenda, which are of relevance to their group. 

4.  Minutes 

4.1.  The minutes of the meeting held on 23 May 2023 were approved and signed 
[Proposer: Cllr Kirkwood / Seconder: Cllr Allison]. 

4.2.  To consider matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting and not 
included on the agenda. 

None 

5.  Development at Woodcote (Police HQ) 

Cllr Kirkwood gave an update. Regular Friday meeting has continued.  Currently 
WDC Planning Officers propose taking the outline planning application 
(W/22/1877) only to Committee on 21st/22nd, but are no longer planning to take the 
full application (W/22/0465) on the same date.  Have not confirmed whether it 
might be taken in July or will be deferred further.  The Planning Inspectorate [PI] 
has modified date for statutory instruments as part of the inquiry, but inquiry 
remains on the same date. WDC Planning Committee meeting is now in advance 
of the submission of Inquiry paperwork, so will find out decision before.  [UPDATE 
20/06/2023: Planning Officers’ Report to WDC Planning Committee published and 
states, “In this case, Members are not being asked to determine the application as 
this is now in the hands of the Planning Inspectorate. The proposal in front of 
Members is for consideration of the decision that would likely have been made by 
the LPA if it had been in a position to formally determine the application.”] 

After Planning Committee meeting the Parish Council, as well as any other 
interested parties, will have to decide whether they wish to be Rule 6 applicants. 

With regard to the Council working with Leek Wootton Focus Group [LWFG], 
planning advisers have been appointed to undertake a limited scope of work and 
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to review the documents with a view to providing a statement of case.  This is not 
likely to be drafted or finalised until after the WDC Planning Committee meeting, 
dependant on the decision of WDC. 

The Council offered to pick up expense of modelling for the junction with TTC, but 
the LWFG has expressed preference to do this themselves with own contacts.  
Council may commission TTC to run any model.  LWFG carried out a traffic 
survey between 8:00am-10:00am and 4:00pm-6:00pm this morning (06/06/2023). 
This will provide baseline for traffic model.  Will this carry weight with the 
planners/PI?  If carried out properly and modelling done properly, yes it will.  
Challenge will come if WDC decides to approve outline planning, in which case 
highways will be transferred to a S106 discussion to make improvements to the 
Anchor junction. 

WCC Highways has stated that the junction will not be made ‘over capacity’ by the 
increase in numbers from the new housing, but is from a health and safety and 
traffic safety point of view, unsafe.  Have therefore objected to the application on 
safety grounds, but this would ordinarily be resolved by improvement works. If this 
is the case, the PI would want to inspect the S106 proposed works. 

Confirmation that traffic monitoring equipment that has been observed near the 
Anchor junction is WCC Highways, which is re-establishing the baseline of the 
traffic model for Kenilworth.  Nothing to do with CALA or the Woodcote 
application. 

A discussion followed.   

6.  Leek Wootton War Memorial Recreation Ground Car Park 

The Chair circulated copies of an, ‘Ecological Development Plan linked to 
Condition 4 of application W/21/1871… Leek Wootton Recreation Ground Car 
Park redevelopment project (June 2023)’ [see appendix 1] 

The Chairman of Leek Wootton Village Hall and the Chair asked the Planning 
Officer to sign off the conditions required in the planning approval – these were 
stated as the arboricultural method statement and bat survey.  At that stage 
planners informed them that they were not aware of the revised plan.  In a change 
of planning officer the new officer was not advised of the revised plan.  At this 
stage WDC informed that a Ecological Biodiversity Net Gain Plan is now required 
- without it the planners would not sign off the approval.   

With the help of a WCC Ecologist, who appreciated the situation and admitted that 
WDC should have advised the Council earlier that this was required.  The Chair 
created the plan.   

The number of trees being removed must be replaced by 0.01% more trees, 
hence 8 new trees and the wildflower meadow.  This plan must commence within 
18 months of the completion of the car park. 

The Chair guided the Council through the document and its implications. 

This new plan will tie into the future maintenance plans.  Note the use of the 
phrase, “in perpetuity”, which is a requirement when creating a biodiversity net 
gain plan.   

As of today [06/06/2023] the only outstanding item is the arboricultural plan, which 
they will not accept on the old plan.  LWVH has agreed to pay for the 
arboricultural consultant to do an overlay with the trees that are now remaining.  

Work can now go ahead on 26/06/2023. 

The members of the Environment Group volunteered to take the lead on watering 
of new trees and looking after the bird boxes and bat boxes.  The Chair was 
grateful for this and also discussed the maintenance contributions from the 4 
organisations (LW Village Hall, LW Sports Club, The Recreation Ground Trustees 
and the Parish Council) also providing some funding for the plan. 
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7.  ‘Orphaned’ Plots of Land Policy 

The Council agreed to adopt a policy to maintain designated ‘orphaned’ plots of 
land in the Parish at its meeting on 23/05/2023. 

Areas are currently informally maintained by neighbours on an ad-hoc basis.  With 
this policy in place the Council can budget for occasional maintenance as and 
when issues arise.  This will be a gradual process of investigation as and when 
they come up. 

The members of the Environment Group said they have discussed this issue.     

- The members of the public left the meeting - 

8.  Progress Reports for information 

8.1.  The Playground (Cllr Coates) 

Nothing to report 

8.2.  Community Speed Watch (Cllr Kingston) 

Cllr Kingston will meet with the CSW resident leader next week 

8.3.  LW&GC Environment Group (Cllr Elsy) 

Nothing to report.  Next meeting 29/06/2023 

8.4.  Leek Wootton War Memorial Recreation Ground (Cllr Coates) 

Cllr Kirkwood gave a brief report on the background to the creation of a lease or 
licence for the Parish Council to have rights to the car park.   

A formal lease was too complicated, so a new licence has now been drafted.  
There are some issues, but it is a simple document that sets things out in order for 
the Council to undertake the redevelopment project later this month. 

There are concerns with regard to the ongoing maintenance plans and the 
Ecological Development Plan creates an added dimension, which is not covered 
in the previous discussion.  The licence as it currently stands requires some 
adjustment to take these concerns into account. 

Three areas are:  

(1)  the licence, which gives the Council permission to go ahead and carry out 
redevelopment works and maintain, 

(2) agreement between the parties that are going to contribute money towards 
ongoing maintenance works, and  

(3) undertaking the ecological development plan, which covers more than the 
car park area and requires agreement from the Trustees and other parties 
contributing towards it. 

The Chair asked Cllr Kirkwood to put his thoughts down and they can be 
communicated to the Trustees. 

ACTION: Cllr Kirkwood to compose response to Trustees 

Cllr Kirkwood asked who will sign-off interim payments to the contractor.  The 
Chair agreed that it would be himself and the Clerk, on the advice of the Agent 
(Chair of LWVH).  The RUCIS grant has been approved and will be paid by 
refunding paid invoices (but they will discuss if this is a problem), the PWLB 
money has been received, which will ease the cash-flow on the project. 

8.5.  Leek Wootton Village Hall (Cllr Kirkwood) 

The Chair confirmed to Cllr Eldridge that Cllr Kirkwood has volunteered to take on 
the Village Hall liaison role.  Handover to be handled between Cllrs Eldridge and 
Kirkwood. 

ACTION: Cllr Eldridge to hand over role, papers, etc to Cllr Kirkwood 

ACTION: Cllr Eldridge to inform the LWVH Secretary of change 

A brief discussion followed. 
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8.6.  Leek Wootton Sports Club (Cllr Allison) 

New committee is in place.  Looking for a Secretary.  Sub-Committees have been 
set up (bar, finance, social & events, marketing & communication and 
maintenance). 

Objective to shift to becoming a community hub, clubs, meetings, events, some 
small business facility e.g. physio.  Challenge is not putting good money after bad 
when it comes to building maintenance. 

Will be replacing outside table benches shortly. 

Back end of the year plan to create a 3-5 year strategy, including fundraising for a 
new facility. 

8.7.  Other  

8.7.1.  Parish Walk-about 

The Chair suggested a walk to Gaveston’s Cross.  Suggested meeting at the 
Church and taking footpath through to North Woodloes from the golf course.  
Suggested a date in the summer. 

ACTION: Clerk to circulate some dates 

8.8.  Community Engagement 

8.8.1.  10/06/2023: LW&GC Parish Summer Fête 

Viva Arts asking about car parking for dancers’ parents – overflow, or could park 
at the Church and walk up. 

The Clerk noted an email received an email today asking to bring ‘old time swing-
boats’.  Cllr Kingston has been in contact with her.  This is a business, so a 
discussion followed about charges for commercial stallholders.  Offered a fixed 
fee or 15% of the takings.  Agreed to £15 towards costs. For non-commercial 
stallholders there will be no fee this year.  Optional donation for future years. 

A discussion took place about community -v- commercial hook-a-duck and it was 
decided to only invite the swing-boats this year. 

A general discussion about logistics followed. 

8.9.  Community Maintenance: 

• WCC Highways (Cllr Kirkwood) 

Highways have been doing some road drainage improvements towards 
the south of Leek Wootton, hence lights.  No updates on any of the 
proposed jetting / repair works. 

Cllr Elsy forwarded hear’say information that Highways cannot do anything 
further about the flooding in Hill Wootton.  Cllr Kirkwood asked for more 
information, because this goes against what he has been told by the 
Locality Officer. 

• Grounds Maintenance Contract  

The Clerk asked the contractor to cut back the Tink-a-Tank, which was 
done on Friday 02/06/2023.   

Issue raised with nettles in the playground with the contractor. 

• Other (Clerk) 

Cllr Elsy asked about footpath towards Ashow.  Clerk advised contacting 
Rights of Way Officer, WCC 

9.  County and District Councillors’ reports 

9.1.  Warwickshire County Council 

C/Cllr not present 
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9.2.  Warwick District Council 

D/Cllr Payne did not have anything specific to report. 

A discussed about the Woodcote planning application took place and D/Cllr 
Payne expressed support to obtain information, when it could be effective.  

10.  Planning 

10.1.  To note planning decisions made: 

• W/23/0320 - Willow Tree Cottage, Woodloes Lane, Guys Cliffe, Warwick, 
CV35 7RE - Erection of a two-storey rear extension – NO OBJECTION 
(Sent: 12/04/2023) – WITHDRAWN BY APPLICANT 

• W/23/0377/LB - North Lodge, Woodcote Lane, Leek Wootton, Warwick, 
CV35 7QD - North Lodge whilst not listed itself, is located within the grounds 
of grade II listed Woodcote House. This application is for the much-needed 
external repair works to the north lodge, the building is currently derelict with 
its condition worsening. These repairs focus on getting the building water tight 
by repairing the roof and replacing the old broken, blocked and leaking 
guttering, the replacement of the current rotten single glazed windows and 
doors with new wooden framed double glazed to match the style of the 
existing increasing the buildings thermal properties. This application is also for 
any repair works to the masonry envelope of the building including repointing 
and stone repairs. – SUPPORT – (Sent: 12/04/2023) – GRANTED  

10.2.  A report on the progress of current planning applications: 

• W/22/0465 – Land at Warwickshire Police Headquarters, Woodcote Lane, 
Leek Wootton, Warwick, CV35 7QA - Erection of 83 dwellings (including 
affordable housing), access, internal roads and footpaths, car parking, 
public open space, landscaping, drainage and other associated works and 
infrastructure – OBJECTION (Sent: 30/05/2022) 

• W/22/1877 - Land at Warwickshire Police Headquarters, Woodcote Lane, 
Leek Wootton, Warwickshire, CV35 7QA - Application for Outline Planning 
Permission for up to 83 dwellings (including affordable housing), access, 
internal roads and footpaths, car parking, public open space, landscaping, 
drainage and other associated works and infrastructure (all matters of 
details reserved except for the vehicular access to the site) – OBJECTION 
(Sent: 10/02/2023)  

• W/23/0287 & 0288/LB - Club House, The Warwickshire, Warwick Road, 
Leek Wootton, Warwick, CV35 7QT - Conversion of former farm buildings 
to provide 17 guest bedrooms; demolition of post-war storage barn and 
replacement with new building to provide 10 guest rooms; and erection of 
small link building on the site of previous outbuilding together with all 
ancillary works. AND Conversion of former farm buildings to provide 17 guest 
bedrooms; demolition of post-war storage barn and replacement with new 
building to provide 10 guest rooms; and erection of small link building on the 
site of previous outbuilding – SUPPORT (Sent: 13/04/2023) 

• W/23/0523 – Cherry Apple Cottage, Warwick Road, Leek Wootton, 
Warwick, CV35 7RB – Erection of 1no. Four Bedroom Dwelling House and 
Associated External Works. – OBJECTION (Sent: 16/05/2023) 
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10.3.  To consider new planning applications: 

• W/23/0522 – River Avon Viaduct North of, Old Milverton Lane, Old 
Milverton, Leamington Spa - Prior Approval under Part 18, Class A 1 of 
Schedule 2 (Miscellaneous development - development under local or 
private Acts or Order) of the Town and County Planning (General 
Permitted Development) Order 2015 for proposed infilling of bridge arch of 
River Avon viaduct – Comment due: 16/06/2023 – Neutral, but 
expressing concern about ecological damage to flood meadow by 
temporary compound, also traffic issues [UPDATE 16/06/2023: Sent] 

• W/23/0746/LB – Guy’s Cliffe House, Coventry Road, Guys Cliffe, Warwick, 
CV34 5YD - Repair of boundary wall within Grade II Listed Landscape further 
to vehicle impact – Comment due: 27/06/2023 – Support [UPDATE 
15/06/2023: Sent] 

10.4.  Any other planning related issues. 

None to report 

11.  Finance 

11.1.  The Financial Report for the month to 6 June 2023 was approved. 

Cllr Kirkwood asked about the inclusion of the forthcoming payment of the PWLB 
loan before it had been received.  The Clerk stated that this was only included as 
a non-received payment, because it had a fixed date of receipt on 01/06/2023 
(within the reconciliation period being 01-06/06/2023). 

11.2.  Payments listed on the Financial Report were approved. 

12.  Parish Council Administration 

12.1.  Recruitment 

A brief discussion took place about potential Councillors in light of the two 
vacancies on the Parish Council. 

12.2.  Communications 

Nothing to report. 

12.3.  Training 

No training currently required. 

13.  Correspondence for information 

Nothing of particular note. 

14.  Councillors’ Reports and items for future agenda 

Nothing to report. 

15.  Date of next meeting 

The next ordinary Parish Council meeting is scheduled for 7:30pm on Tuesday, 4 
July 2023 at Leek Wootton Village Hall. 

16.  To consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for 
consideration of the following items: 

16.1.  Personnel issues – None  

16.2.  Legal issues – None 

Meeting closed at 21:35 

Signed: R Coates (Chair) Date: 04/07/2023 
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Ecological Development Plan linked to Condition 4 of application W/21/1871… 
Leek Wootton Recreation Ground Car Park redevelopment project (June 2023) 

 

 

Context: 
1. The redevelopment of the Recreation Ground car park has enabled steps to be taken to improve the bio-diversity of the whole 

area. 

2. An appraisal of the current state of bio-diversity within the area has been carried out. 

3. This appraisal has led to an Action plan including targets to improve and maintain species, habitat and diversity. 

Site description illustrated in plan drawing: 
1. The whole site is a redeveloped car park that serves the local village community which includes a Village Hall, Sports Club and 

the Recreation Ground and Children’s playground. 

2. In addition there is a triangular grassed area of approximately 160 sq metres. This encompasses the War memorial stone and 

four memorial trees. 

3. There is also an enclosed garden on the east side of the village hall 

Areas for Development: 
1. To undertake the planting of native tree species 

2. To develop a wildflower meadow, establishing habitats for native species of pollinators and establish a meadow experience for 

the community 

3. To erect bat boxes to encourage and protect the species within our local area 

NB No bats were identified in this area in the survey carried by Arbtech in 2021 
4. To erect sparrow terraces to encourage and protect the species within our local area ( 6 individual bird boxes are already well 

established on trees in the Village Hall Garden) 

 

Appendix 1 – Ecological Development Plan 
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